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C h a i r m a n ' s  R e p o r t  

 

This year has seen the coming into existence of the Marine Management 

Organisation; actually it was on the 1 April 2011 ‗All-fools‘ day which is 

rather apt.  

If you look on Wikipedia the free Encyclopaedia you can see the back-

ground of its Chairman and Chief Executive they do not have any back 

ground of the marine environment!  

As I understand, its main duty was to oversee  licensing of large scale 

gravel and sand extraction from the sea, laying of oil pipes and  building of 

wind farms but like ‗‘Topsy‘‘ it has grown and grown to the extent that a license is required for  

even putting in a mooring for a dingy. Unfortunately it even covers archaeological sites. To lift a 

stone or turn it over under water now requires a licence with charges ranging from hundreds of 

pounds to thousands of pounds to pay for the administration costs as it can take the MMO ten 

week to issue a licence. 

Professor Mike William who over the year has been a good friend to IMASS, diver‘s and I, giving 

us legal advice and guidance on the laws of the sea, below is an abstract from a letter he sent to 

one of IMASS committee and has kindly said I can use it in this report. 

Abstract, 

 1. Question:  " I've asked the MMO to clarify what the intention of the new legislation is. Is it to 

protect the environment? Or is it to bring maritime archaeology under state control?  

Answer: The Act is intended to protect the marine environment. ―The Act defines the 

'environment' as including the historic environment. Thus it was intended all along for the Act to 

apply to marine underwater cultural heritage and not just the natural environment. 

  

2.Question: " I have also asked them what criteria will be used to decide whether a licence will be 

granted to divers wishing to work on a wreck. As yet, I've had no reply."  

Answer: This question has been raised with MMO by NAS, Institute of Field Archaeologists 

(IFA), PADI, SAA & BSAC. The MMO has stated we must await publication of draft guidance for 

consultation. I suspect that you will get the same answer (eventually).   

  

3. Question:  "As it stands, under the proposed interpretations this Act is by far and away the 

most important legislation for marine archaeology that this country has ever seen. In comparison, 

the 1973 Protection of Wrecks Act pales into insignificance.‖.  

Answer: Potentially I would agree, though the fact that the MMO is interpreting the Act to ex-

clude hand fanning is significant. However, the dredging provisions, coupled with the MCZ provi-

sions (the exact zones have yet to be announced) will I suspect have a major impact on all sea us-

ers, including divers. This is a major legislative change for sea users, equivalent in many ways to 

the impact the Town & Country Planning Act 1947 had on land use. Nothing on land after the 1947 

Act was the same again and at sea I suspect that will be true of the 2009 Act. 

  

Continued on pages 29 & 30 

 



                                             

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  C o m m e n t s                                                              
 

I think we have all been expecting some form of new restrictive  
legislation regarding diving and working on shipwrecks as part of the  
Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009, and on 1st April 2011(a very appro-
priate day!) Part 4 of the Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009 introduced 
a new regulatory regime of Marine Licensing. This will require divers to 
apply and pay for,  expensive marine licences in order to undertake  
activities that were previously free of restriction, having been taken for 
granted since diving first began. 

 

Divers need to read the Act for themselves to appreciate what is being proposed by government, but 
the following are just a few extracts. 

s.66(1)1 - A licence will be required 'To deposit any substance or object within the UK marine  
licensing area, either in the sea or on or under the sea bed from - (a) any vehicle, vessel, aircraft or 
marine structure, or (b) any container floating in the sea, or (c) any structure on land constructed or 
adapted wholly or mainly for the purpose of depositing solids in the sea.' 

s.66(1)8 - 'to use a vehicle, vessel, aircraft, marine structure or floating container to remove any  
substance or object from the sea bed within the UK marine licensing area.' 

s.66(1)9 - 'To carry out any form of dredging within the UK marine licensing area (whether or not  
involving the removal of any material from the sea or sea bed)'. In this context s.66(2)(a) provides - 
'dredging includes any device to move any material (whether or not suspended in water) from one part 
of the sea bed to another part.' 

At the June 2011 meeting of the JNAP (Joint Nautical Archaeological policy Committee) the MMO 
(Marine Management Organisation) discussed the current thinking and which activities would require 
divers to apply for licences. The MMO say they will formally confirm the legal position shortly. 

It would appear that a self-contained diver not using a lifeline can remove an object or substance 
from the sea bed without a licence, nor would a licence be required to carry the object across the 
foreshore to a vehicle! BUT, a licence would be required if the diver was using surface supply and/or 
tethered by a lifeline. 

Regarding dredging, 'hand-fanning' of the sea bed does not constitute dredging within the meaning of 
the 2009 Act, but the use of an airlift or water dredge does and a licence (costing £158) will be  
required, even if the wreck site is Designated. The decision making process on application for a  
licence will take around 6 weeks. 

The MMO controls marine licensing in English waters only; in the waters of Wales and  
Scotland ,Welsh Ministers are understood to be seeking a common position, and Scotland's legislation 
will be decided by Marine Scotland. 

To take these proposals to the extreme, it would appear it will be an offence to be sea sick over the 
side, urinate into the sea or throw overboard even the remains of a sandwich!  It would be an offence 
to scuttle any craft or vessel anywhere within UK Territorial waters. A licence would be required to 
construct, alter or improve any works in or over the sea such as piers, jetties, pontoons or moorings. 

This will discourage or make cost prohibitive all sorts of amateur and commercial diving and marine 
activities, or drive them underground since one has to ask the question, 'Who is going to police the 
regulations'? And who other than the government is going to benefit? The UK is in dire financial 
straits, so why introduce unwelcome legislation and all the bureaucracy entailed - or is it simply an 
attempt to extort yet more money from the public? 
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To me this is the same sort of muddled thinking by government that said the 118 bronze cannon re-
maining on the wreck of the man o'war Victory, found in the Channel by Odyssey Explorer, must be 
left where they are for future generations. French registered vessels have already been chased off 
the wreck site, which may have made recoveries, although on being searched none were found; but 
there's nothing stopping anyone from making recoveries, then leaving them elsewhere on the seabed 
for later retrieval using GPS.  It cost the British government some $160,000 as a salvage award to 
Odyssey for the 42 pounder and 12 pounder bronze guns they recovered.  See the Public Consultation 
document for HMS Victory 1744 - Management of the Wreck Site. www.culture.gov.uk/
reference_library/consultations/6773.aspx for more information. 

nb: This comment was written before the outcome of a meeting between the MMO, JNAPC, NAS and 
English Heritage, which included protected site licensees, legal experts and sport-diving training 
agencies, were announced. The results of that meeting follows: 

  

M a r i n e  M a n a g e m e n t  O r g a n i s a t i o n  c l a r i f i e s  d i v e r  l i c e n s i n g  
The debate on the MMO's published policies regarding diver activities in May 2011, suggested that an 
amateur archaeological activity such as work on the wreck of the English East Indiaman Earl of  
Abergavenny off Weymouth, would be required to apply for a licence that could take up to 10 weeks 
to process with administrative costs in the order of £1,000.  

We are now advised that the requirement to purchase a licence in this instance appears unfounded, 
providing the Government confirm a recently issued statement of intent. 

The MMO now says that licences would be required only where a diver was using surface supply or 
was tethered; where there is a direct link to a vessel by winch or crane used to raise or lift an  
object; or a vehicle used to carry or drag an object or substance across the foreshore from below 
HW. 

It would appear that the use of air or water lifts will require a licence, but divers who arrive at a site 
by boat and raise an item by hand or lifting-bag, will not. The meeting did not clarify whether using a 
handheld digging tool would require a licence or not, but decided that hand 'fanning' would not be  
defined as dredging!  Licensing costs are tiered for different activities, starting at £158, and  
decisions on whether a licence is required or not should be expected in 'around 6 weeks'. 

As a purely personal comment, and nothing to do with IMASS, this is bureaucracy gone stark staring 
mad. This is legislation for the sake of it, an opportunity for central government to collect yet more 
tax money, and is this going to do anything to protect or conserve our seabed? And can anyone police 
such a wide ranging subject? At the MMO meeting there were at least eight different organisations 
or interested groups in attendance; I feel sure they all had more pressing and important things to do 
that day, than waste their time discussing such pointless proposed legislation . 
 

I M A S S  C o n f e r e n c e  

Our IMASS Conference in February this year was an outstanding success, with even more delegates 
attending, making it probably the best attended conference we have had in 29 years, and feed-back 
has been very positive and complementary. 

However, these conferences do not happen—they are made to happen by a very dedicated and hard 
working committee, and on behalf of the membership I would like to acknowledge their efforts and 
enthusiasm , and thank them all. 

The forthcoming conference on 4th February 2012 is very special, since it is our 30th , and again, the 
organising committee have been hard at work getting together a programme that will reflect the  
nature of this special event. Please make an effort to attend and please bring a friend, or three, to 
make it the best ever, and justify the effort that will have gone into making it happen. 

 

          Richard Larn OBE. President IMASS 
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The Big Gun Project 

 

Historic ship's guns, usually referred to as cannon,, can be found in many places, especially around our 

ports and harbours. They are also one of the most commonly found features of historic shipwrecks on 

the seabed. The Big Gun Project takes its inspiration from (and complements) the Big Anchor project 

managed by the Nautical Archaeological Society. The aim is to make a detailed inventory of as many 

of these guns as we can. 

Why Big Guns - What we are interested in are historic ship's guns. These are generally cannon - but 

in fact cannon is a very specific type of gun. 

Why should we record them? - Since guns are a common feature of shipwrecks, by building up a de-

tailed inventory of ship's guns, we hope that a useful tool for identifying and dating guns can be de-

veloped. The majority of historic ship's guns are made of iron. As such they are subject to corrosion 

(especially on the seabed) and are therefore deteriorating. The sooner they are recorded, the more 

information will be saved. The inventory will be a useful research tool as well as an important record. 

Which guns will be recorded? - The project will be restricted to smooth-bore guns. We are also pri-

marily interested in ship's guns - but as guns of the same type were often used in shore batteries, 

this distinction is often impossible to make hence, the Project will be mainly interested in guns cast 

before 1850. 

How will the guns be recorded? - Members of public; those on the seabed by divers or dive clubs. 

The 1st stage of the project will be to develop a recording system to enable almost anyone to record 

their local guns. This recording system will be developed by members of CISMAS working on guns in 

Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. Two different recording systems will be developed; a simple re-

cording form for use underwater (or for guns which are badly corroded) and a more complete system 

for use where fine detail is still visible. Training courses will be arranged for interested groups, to 

assist them in making high quality records. An instructional pack will be developed by CISMAS to 

guide individuals through the recording process. The initial stage of the Project will take 3 years to 

complete - however, it is hoped that the recording will continue beyond this point as more guns are 

located. 

Who can be involved in the Project? - Anyone can be involved. Once the recording system has been 

developed, dive clubs, individual divers and members of the non-diving public will be encouraged to 

take part. This will be achieved by advertisements in the diving press, newspapers and magazine arti-

cles, for example the NAS Newsletter, poster sessions at conferences and by contacting likely 

groups (dive clubs and local history groups). CISMAS will undertake central recording of as many of 

the guns in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly as we can locate. 
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Continued from previous page 

Who will run the Project? - It will be run by CISMAS under the direction of Kevin Camidge. An ap-

plication for financial assistance will be made to the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Why bother? - The inventory will be a valuable resource as well as a vital record. It will be deposited 

with the NMR (National Monuments Record) as well as with relevant Local Historic Environment Re-

cords, held at county level. The inventory will also assist with the identification, and thus dating, of 

guns found on historic shipwrecks, creating a record of what exists and where it can be found will 

provide an invaluable archaeological resource.        For further information contact: 

Kevin Camidge.  e-mail: darkwright@btinternet.com. Tel: 01736 365429 

Mobile: 07530 319543  

C o r o n a t i o n  d i v e r  t r a i l  e s t a b l i s h e d  

 

It was around 1967 when George Sandford and Alan Down of Plymouth's well 

known Sandford & Down Dive Shop on the Hoe, found some 59 iron cannon and 

three anchors in and around Lady Cove, near Penlee Point. Over the many years 

of diving on the site, particularly by groups from Fort Bovisand, where Alan 

Bax and Jim Gill were offering SNAP (School of Nautical Archaeology, Ply-

mouth) courses, no declared finds were ever made that connected the site with 

the 2nd rate, 90 -gun  man o'war Coronation, lost in a gale on 3rd September  1691. 

In 1971 a group of divers led by Peter McBride, which included Simon Keeble, Malcolm Yeo, John 

Vauden, John Stainfield and Roger Mackey, started a systematic search of an area offshore from 

Rame Head. By 1974 the team was enlarged to include Richard Larn, Rex Cowan, and Anthony and 

Brian Lonsdale who provided one of the first towed magnetometers in the country. Initially, long runs 

due East and West were controlled and plotted on a large scale chart, with team members taking sex-

tant bearings every 2 or 3 minutes to give some degree of accuracy for the towed magnetometer 

search. Eventually a Decca Navigator unit was purchased which dispensed with the sextants, and later 

still GPS took over.  

In 1977 a large anomaly turned out to be a group of 14 cannon and three anchors, found in 20m depth, 

the diving team now including David & Godfrey McBride, Peter's two sons. Five days later, having 

found another cannon and anchor, wedged under a rock, Peter found a folded pewter plate. After 

cleaning it revealed a 'touch mark' of its maker, James Tissoe, of Westminster, and the large heral-

dic crest on the rim proved to be the family crest of the Coronation's captain, Charles Skelton. That 

same year the ship's bell, weighing 207lbs (94kg) was found by another group, who have since do-

nated the bell to Peter McBride. 

The offshore site eventually became designated, when it became clear that after the ship capsized 

at anchor, spilling her upper deck guns and anchors onto the seabed, she drifted ashore to Penlee 

Point and broke up. Of her original complement of 94 guns, 86 of them have been found and plotted . 

In 2009 the Coronation Wreck Project was formed between archaeologist Ginge Cooke and diver 

Mark Pearce, and it was through their efforts that a 'diver' trail' has been installed offshore, con-

sisting of 10 buoyed and numbered stations. A waterproof guide 'book', complete with compass bear-

ings and other useful information assists visiting divers to navigate and understand the site. The site 

is a ' 

no-take' zone naturally, being protected, and divers, and visitors are requested to report any new 

objects they may see. 

What was believed to be the very first cannon found on site, eventually turned out to be a German 

unexploded bomb from WW2 !   Diver Magazine report, August 2011 p32-34;  

interested?  http://www.coronationwreck.co.uk/id15.html 

p53-55. Peter McBride's report on the Coronation site   also Western Morning news 29th August 

2011 p3 Neil Hope    
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     D a r t m o u t h  C a n n o n  s i t e  

 

Steve Clarkson and Neville Oldham have been given funding by the 

BSAC Jubilee Trust to carry out a survey on the Cannon site off 

Kingswear castle near Dartmouth. 

In the late sixties /early seventies a cannon was located on the sea 

bed in about 6 metres of water in the small bay at the mouth of 

the River Dart below Kingswear Castle. We are not sure if they 

had been observed before but it was Tony Aylmer and Neville Oldham who first dived the cannon site 

in the early seventies and  located six other cannon. 

The general opinion from the local historians was that the cannon had been thrown from the Castle. 

The cannon recovered in 1999 weighed 1568lb so we very much doubt this synopsis. It is more likely 

that they were jettisoned from a ship that ran aground or a wreck.  The number 1577 on the cannon 

also conflicts with this theory.  

            Steve Clarkson 
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P a d s t o w  C a m e l  E s t u a r y  W r e c k  
 

This project undertaken in early 2010 by Cornwall 

County Council, under Charlie Johns, was an emergency 

recording and undesignated site  

assessment of the possible wreck of the barque Antoin-

ette. The work was carried out by Historic environment, 

Cornwall Council and maritime archaeologist Kevin 

Camidge for English Heritage in 2010. 

The wreck had become exposed early in 2010 by shifting sands upon Town Bar at the entrance to the 

Camel Estuary, which is sited close to a navigational channel (NGR centred at SW 92650 75380). The 

Padstow Harbour Master proposed to remove the wreck as a navigational hazard to shipping in the 

week commencing 1 March. Given the size of the remains the use of explosives was proposed, along 

with the possibility of dismantling the wreck using a dredger-mounted crane and barge. Emergency 

recording of the wreck was therefore carried out of 28th February and a watching brief undertaken 

during demolition when some of the vessels timbers were recovered and recorded.  

The results of the emergency recording and the desk based assessment indicate that there can be 

little doubt that the wreck is the centre part of the Canadian barque Antoinette, which was wrecked 

on the Doom Bar on 2nd January 1895, when bound for Santos, Brazil, from Newport, Gwent, carrying 

coal. Part of the wreck was carried by spring tides on to Town Bar at the time, where it became a 

hazard to fishermen and ferrymen, and the remains became buried by sand following unsuccessful 

attempts at demolition using explosives. 

© Cornwall Council Archaeological Report 

Contact: Charlie Johns, Historic Environment Service, Kennall Building, Old County Hall, Station 

Road, Truro, Cornwall TR1 3AY. Tel: 01872 322056.  Resource identifiers: ADS Collection: 1050; 

DOI: 10.5284/1000403  

For more information see     

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/adsdata/arch-1062-1/dissemination/pdf/cornwall2-

89948_3.pdf 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/adsdata/arch-1062-1/dissemination/pdf/cornwall2-89948_3.pdf
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/adsdata/arch-1062-1/dissemination/pdf/cornwall2-89948_3.pdf
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/adsdata/arch-1062-1/dissemination/pdf/cornwall2-89948_3.pdf
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T h e  H a n d  o f  G o d  -  T h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  E a s t  I n d i a m a n  

P a l s g r a v e  i n  P l y m o u t h  S o u n d  o n  o r  a r o u n d  1 1 t h  

N o v e m b e r  1 6 3 6  
 

This is the story of a 17th century shipwreck. The English East Indiaman 

Palsgrave made four voyages to India, the East Indies and elsewhere between 

1619 and 1636., before finally sinking in a storm in Plymouth Sound. 

The East India Company was granted a Royal Charter by Elizabeth 1 in December 1600, giving it a mo-

nopoly over trade with the East and various trading privileges. In its early years, the Company con-

centrated almost exclusively on importing pepper, cloves, nutmeg and mace, acquired mainly in the 

East Indies, particularly was today is Indonesia. Other cargo items included ginger, indigo, Indian 

cottons and porcelain. 

By the 1620's some 6-7 million tons of pepper were being imported annually into Europe, much of it 

carried by English, Portuguese and Dutch Companies. Pepper was relatively easy to acquire, making it 

an ideal bulk cargo which was very profitable, remaining the Company's staple import for some time. 

In 1632 the Palsgrave brought back 2,000 bags of pepper and 127 hogsheads of cloves. 

The Palsgrave was built for the English East India Company (EIC) on the River Thames, in London, and 

was one of the largest vessels, being of 1,083-tons. Her first three voyages over 1619 to 1623, 1625 

to 1628 and 1631 to 1632 were to Persia, India and the East Indies.  

 

H e r  f i n a l  v o y a g e  

 

This was planned for India and the East indies with provisions and cargo which was ordered early in 

1633. Trade good would have included textiles, consisting mainly of broadcloth, gold and silver lace, 

chests of satin and high quality Florentine cloth of gold. She would also have carried mercury, tin, 

copper iron and lead, and such items as continental shot-guns, ivory and saltpetre. 

She sailed from Gravesend on 7th March 1633 as part of a fleet under the command of Richard All-

nutt. The other ships included the 500-ton Discovery and the 400-ton Reformation, who between 

them carried exports valued at nearly £19,000 in addition to over £60,000 in gold and silver bullion 

and specie.  Whilst anchored in the Downs, off Kent, William Methwold, the new President of the EIC 

to represent the Company in India, went on board the Palsgrave as a passenger for Surat. In early 

April they were joined by the pinnace Comfort of 200-tons. 

By July they had passed the Cape of Good Hope and were in the Indian Ocean, stopping at Madagas-

car and the Comoros for supplies. Here a letter awaited them instructing Captain Allnutt to proceed 

to Persia, which today is Iran. where they were to unload the broadcloth. at Gombroon, which is now 

Bandar-Abbas. They then left for India arriving at Surat in early November 1633. 

At the end of December 1634 the Palsgrave left Surat in company with the 199-ton Intelligence, the 

700-ton Jonas and the 240-ton pinnace Hopewell, bound for the Portuguese colony of Goa. Whilst 

there President Methwold concluded the Convention of Goa, which gave the English use of all the Por-

tuguese harbours and factories in the East Indies. When finally she left the East Indies in December 

1635 her cargo was reportedly worth some £100,000. 

Southwest News continued 

Cont‘d 
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H e r  l o s s  

 

The first mention of the loss of the Palsgrave appears in the Company Minutes of 11th November 

1636, but may have been wrecked in early November. 

Why she stopped at Plymouth is uncertain, possibly to effect repairs, for victuals or water, for some 

aspect of trading, seeking shelter from  storm or simply 'awaiting the wind'. Surviving reports state 

she took on a pilot, left her anchorage and was about to leave the Sound when the weather changed 

for the worse. It seems the pilot, purser and others tried to persuade the Captain to return.  

The Purser, a Thomas Reynolds, beseeched Captain Allnutt 'with tears in his eyes', not to leave har-

bour because of the raging storm. The Captain later claimed when they left the wind was fair and 

that as the wind increased he tried, unsuccessfully, to return to port, which we must assume was ei-

ther the Barbican or the Cattewater. 

Advised to cut down the mainmast, the Captain felt the ship was too close to the shore, that the 

mast would strike the coast and its weight likely to split the ship. An anchor was possibly let go, as 

eye witnesses claimed that the cable parted and allowed the ship to go ashore. When the Company 

Directors in London interrogated the Captain, he claimed he had done his best, and that the ship-

wreck was not his fault, but the 'immediate hand of God'. Some of the crew drowned, since the Com-

pany later offered to pay 'the women who lost their husbands by this disaster', but no details sur-

vive. 

S a l v a g e  

 

The EIC sent several men to organise salvage and recover goods, and this continued for several 

months. In mid November 1636 it is recorded that some bales of silk had been saved, along with 

cloves and pepper. Later in the month 70 bags of pepper were 'sold by the candle', though none 

reached the set price, possibly due to salt-water damage? 

By early February over 100 bales of silk and a quantity of pepper had been recovered from the wreck, 

which were transported to London then offered for sale at the London Exchange. By the end of June 

80 bags of salvaged pepper were also sold. The Company also gave out an estimate of the value of the 

recovered goods, a figure of £5,000 less salvage costs, which meant an overall loss of 95% of her 

original cargoes value. 

In December 1636 the EIC resolved to sue the Captain in the High Court of Admiralty for being neg-

ligent in allowing the Palsgrave to be cast away, seeking the sum of £100,000, but no record of pro-

ceedings of the outcome are known. Company letters suggest the Directors felt the loss was attrib-

utable to the ship departing from the East Indies too late in the year, and urged that in future ships 

attempt to arrive in European waters in the summer months, avoiding winter storms. 

The Convention of Goa possibly saved the EIC from bankruptcy and eventual destruction by the 

Dutch East India Company. The free use of Portuguese ports in the East gained the Company entry to 

trade with China, which led to the EIC becoming the wealthiest trading company in the world.  

East India Company ship website: www.eicships.info/              Martin Read   

www.eicships.info/
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T h e  P l y m o u t h  C a t t e w a t e r  e x c a v a t i o n  A r c h i v e ,  

i n f o r m a t i o n  p a n e l s   

a n d  l e a f l e t s  
 

The December 2010 edition of this News Letter contained a short piece on 

the Cattewater Wreck Archive project, run by Plymouth City Museum. The aim 

of this Project was to improve the long term care and management of this  

excavation archive, which records the partial excavation in the 1970's of a 

Tudor shipwreck, later becoming the first protected Wreck in the UK. Funded 

by English Heritage (EH), this Project has been completed, and this short  

article seeks to provide information on the Project and mention additional 

sources of information concerning the wreck.  

Objectives of the Project included the audit and indexing of the drawings, 

documents and associated artefacts to create a formal record of the archive. This included photo-

graphing all the artefacts, improving the physical storage of the archive to meet modern collection 

management standards, and re-packaging of the finds including the removal of rusting staples, Sello-

tape and provision of polythene bags, acid-free boxes and folders. New documentation includes con-

servation requirements, involving composite swivel gun fragments, timber keelson remains and textile 

artefacts.  

The final objective was an attempt to trace or locate additional relevant material. This has been par-

tially successful, and with the support of  many individuals involved in the original survey and excava-

tion, new material has been received, including photographs and documentation., now incorporated into 

the Archive. Sadly, none of the known artefacts missing since the excavation have been located, but 

the search continues.  

The principal outcome of the Project was to achieve a more accessible and informative Archive avail-

able to anyone interested in the site, and we hope this has been achieved. It is hoped that in associa-

tion with the 2012 Shipwreck Conference, a tour of the Archive can be offered to Conference dele-

gates. Plymouth City Museum intends to include images of finds on its electronic database. Currently, 

only the swivel gun has its' own webpage. 

During the Project EH commissioned two information panels concerning the Cattewater Wreck which 

have been erected on the breakwater at Queen Anne's Battery Marina, overlooking the actual wreck 

site. These are information panels for divers and the general public, informing them of the wrecks 

Protected status. Information portrayed includes the historic Cattewater anchorage, the Cattewater 

wreck, early salvage, discovery and excavation in the 1970's. 

The Project team contributed material towards a leaflet produced by EH on both Protected Wrecks 

in or around Plymouth, ie. the Cattewater wreck and HMS Coronation. 

  Martin Reed, Project Manager, Cattewater Wreck Archive Project. 

www.shipwreckconference.org/dox/november2010newsletter/pdf 

www.english-heritage.org.uk/discover/maritime/map/cattewater 

www.mdimarinas.co.uk/mdl-queen-annes-battery/ 

Rednap, M. 1984. The Cattewater Wreck; investigation of an armed vessel of  the early 16th century. 

National Maritime Archaeology Series 8; British Archaeological Reports, British Series 131. 

Southwest News continued 

http://www.shipwreckconference.org/dox/November2010newsletter.pdf
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/discover/maritime/map/cattewater
http://www.mdimarinas.co.uk/mdl-queen-annes-battery/
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D r o w n e d  p r e - h i s t o r i c  w e t l a n d s :  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  s t u d i e s  i n t o  

t h e  i n u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  i s l e s  o f  S c i l l y .  
 

This is a comprehensive and fascinating short report 

produced by Innes McCartney, which summarises and 

precise the longer, more comprehensive report  

produced by Charlie Johns, Senior Archaeologist for 

Cornwall County Council, following two seasons activity 

in Scilly over 2009-10.. 

There has been a long known recurring sight of possi-

ble boundary walls emerging from the sea with falling 

tides in Scilly, supposedly the remains of submerged 

wetland landscape. This sunken landscape was first 

recorded by Borlase in 1756. Hiowever, it wasn't until 

Charles Thomas's seminal Exploration of a Drowned Landscape(1985) that the first scientific model 

of the inundation emerged. Fieldwork carried out on Scilly by Ratcliffe and Straker over 1989-93 on 

behalf of EH and CCC..Archaeological Unit collected samples from three beaches which revealed lay-

ers of exposed intertidal peats. These were Par Beach, St. Martin's, Crab Ledge, Tresco and Porth 

Mellon, St. Mary's. Pollen, diatoms, plant macrofossils and foraminifera were sample counted with 

varying results from samples gathered from the three beach areas. The conclusion was that these 

dated to the late Iron Age or Roman period. 

This work led to the Lyonesse Project, managed by Cornwall HES, funded by EH, the latest project to 

look at Scilly's environment in the Holocene. Peat cores were collected from any new and known sites. 

The discovery that there are layers of submerged peat potentially covering several square kilometres 

of St. Mary's Sound, has opened up the opportunity, not only to map its extent, but to access a com-

pletely new dating dataset.  

What is potentially fascinating is the possibility that the date of the Crab Ledge salt marsh area will 

be confirmed as coming from the Iron Age, confirming Charles Thomas's assertion that Scilly was one 

island in prehistory. And raising the possibility that the island called Ictis, by Diodorus Siculus in the 

1st century BC could finally be confirmed as the Island of Scilly.  

                                                Innis McCartney 

 

Johns, C., Camidge, K., Charman, D., Mills,S., Mulville, J., 2010. The Lyonesse Project; evolution of 

coastal and marine environment in Scilly - Interim Report, Cornwall County Council HES. 

Southwest News continued 

  
D o n ’ t  m i s s  t h e  I M A S S  3 0 t h  

 

“ I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S h i p w r e c k  C o n f e r e n c e  “  
A t  t h e   

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P l y m o u t h  
 

( S a t .  4 t h  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 2 )  
Booking details at::   

www.shipwreckconference.org 

http://www.shipwreckconference.org
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S H I P S  P r o j e c t  U p d a t e  
 

The maritime history of Plymouth (England) is being investigated by the charity foundation ProMare 

in a long running study called the SHIPS Project. This work is being done by a team of professionals 

with the help of volunteer divers, historians and students. Recent work has concentrated on marine 

geophysical surveys to locate shipwreck remains in and around Plymouth Sound coupled with extensive 

documentary research, geophysical surveys have been undertaken by ProMare and with help of a num-

ber of academic and commercial organisations, notably the University of Plymouth and the Royal Navy 

Hydrographic School. The side-scan sonar, magnetometer, sub-bottom profiler and multibeam survey 

data has been reprocessed by the SHIPS team to highlight small man-made objects on the seabed, 

and the many hundreds of targets that this work has identified are now being investigated by teams 

of divers from the local area. Information about shipwreck sites and unusual objects found by local 

divers has also been collected and is followed up with investigations by divers and targeted geophysi-

cal surveys. 

Documentary research about potential sites has unearthed detailed accounts of the loss of as number 

of significant shipwrecks in the area so each of these will also be investigated. 

Much of the work of the SHIPS Project is being done by volunteer divers and researchers. Many local 

dive clubsand dive training organisations are involved such as Sandford & Down Diving, InDeep, Ply-

mouth Sound BSAC and the Plymouth Diving Centre. Many of the more interesting discoveries have 

been made by the Archaeology and Conservation Group of Aquanauts Dive Centre who now run a regu-

lar Wednesday evening dive to investigate targets then record and map what is found. Training is an 

important part of the SHIPS Project so a number of NAS courses have been run for dive groups in 

the area and more are planned for the coming months. 

You can find out more about the SHIPS Project and get involved by visiting the site:  

www.promare.co.uk/ships or contact Peter Holt, Project Manager, The Ships Project, 

pete@promare.org or e-mail: pete@3HConsulting.com  Mobile: +44 (0)7813-018588. Skype: pe-

terrjholt 

Southwest News continued 

L i b e r t y  7 0  P r o j e c t  U p d a t e  
 

The aim of the Liberty 70 Project is to study the history and remains 

of the US Liberty ship James Egan Layne, lost off Plymouth in 1945. 

This is a community project so we are pleased to report that we are 

getting help from many dive clubs as well as support from a number 

of keen researchers and historians. Our team of volunteer research-

ers have finally tracked down the 'secret' log-book of the ship; a wonderful asset to the project as it 

details the location and activities of the ship throughout her short life. We have also found the logs 

of the convoy escort ships that were nearby when the ship was torpedoed, and the story of the Ger-

man submarine U-399 that sank her is also being documented. Our supporters in the USA have inter-

viewed Purvis Evans, the last known crew member from the ship, and will soon be heading off to New 

Orleans to interview a lady who worked in the Delta Shipyard as a welder and helped to build the 

James Egan Layne. 

A detailed 3D plan of the remains of the wreck is being put together by the team using information 

from geophysical surveys, photographs and diver sketches. Another side-scan survey of the ship was 

undertaken recently with the help of CISMAS and the University bof Plymouth, and a very high reso-

lution multibeam sonar survey is to be done with support from Swathe Services Ltd. The site plan is  

Cont‘d 

http://www.promare.co.uk/
mailto:pete@promare.org
mailto:pete@3HConsulting.com
http://www.promare.co.uk/
http://www.promare.co.uk/liberty70
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Southwest News continued 

Continues from previous page 

developing well and we are making progress identifying parts of the ship that are scattered around 

the seabed, but more volunteer divers are needed as there is still a lot to do. Older photographs and 

video donated to the project show how the site looked in previous years and this information is being 

used to model how the site evolved from intact ship to the wreck we see today., and will be used to 

help predict how the site will collapse in years to come. If you would like to get involved with the Lib-

erty 70 Project then please get in touch via the web site or the contact details below. 

For more information visit the Liberty 70 Project at: www.promare.co.uk/liberty70 

I n t e r e s t i n g  I s l e s  o f  S c i l l y  s h i p w r e c k  ' c h a r t '  f o u n d  i n  B r i t i s h   

M u s e u m  
 

A hand drawn chart of 1680 by Simon Bayly has been unearthed in the  

British Museum Map Room by either Ed Cumming or Todd Stevens. It  

appears Simon Bayly was the surveyor, possibly the architect who assisted in 

the building of the St.Agnes lighthouse and spent some time on Scilly..  

Apart from some interesting variations c1680 in the names of islands, rocks 

and features, the island of Tean then called Tecan, and Gweal named as Guitiall etc, the chart shows 

the approximate location of three early shipwrecks, ie: the Royal Oak, 1655; Phoenix, 1680, and a pre-

viously unknown shipwreck, the Hudson's Bay Company's ship Shaftsbury, 1678. 

There is a notation on the chart close to Pednathise Head, not far from where the Association was 

lost in 1707 that reads, 'Cap Locke Lost'  who was captain of the Royal Oak. Two cannon sites in the 

area, have been well known since 1967, when the late CPO 'Chippy' Peirce, a member of the NAC-SAC 

Royal Navy diving team that located the Association stumbled on iron guns around Black Rock and 

then Daisy. One site is shallow, the other much deeper, and it was around the Black Rock area in 1988

-9 that a team of divers, Jason Weare, Dave Holland and Trevor Newman, working for the late Scil-

lonian builder Roy Mitchell, found a large number of gold coins, artefacts and a priceless astrolabe. 

The coins were Spanish, c1580, thin gold slivers of the Seville and other mints, so rare they were val-

ued at £50-60,000 each! Whether or not one of these sites was the Royal Oak has yet to be estab-

lished. 

Another notation on the chart reads 'Capt Thompson lost', which is positioned to the west of Annet 

Island (shown as Anot), relates to the possible site of the Shaftsbury.from which four iron cannon 

were recovered in 1680. The third shipwreck featured on the Bayly chart indicates 'Capt Wildy Lost', 

which refers to the English East India Company vessel Phoenix North West of Samson island. 

Acknowledgment to The Isles of Scilly Museum Archive; the Historical Diving Times, Issue 52, Au-

tumn 2011, p24-28 by Todd Stevens..   

http://www.promare.co.uk/liberty70
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National News 

W r e c k  o f  ' s c o u r g e  o f  E n g l a n d ' s  f l e e t '  

f o u n d  a f t e r  2 6 0  y e a r s  
 

The wreck of a feared French corsair which terrorised English ships 

during the 18th century has been discovered 60 miles off the Devon 

coast. 

With 25 guns and a plunder-thirsty crew La Marquise de Tourny was the scourge of the British mer-

chant fleet about 260 years ago. For up to a decade, the French frigate menaced sailors under a form 

of state sanctioned piracy designed to cripple British trade. 

But the 460-ton vessel from Bordeaux suddenly vanished in the mid 18th century, and mystery has 

surrounded its whereabouts ever since. Now, marine archaeology firm Odyssey has confirmed the 

discovery and identification of la Marquise - 100km(62 miles) south-east of Plymouth. 

It is the only privateer - a warship authorised by a country's government to attack foreign shipping - 

of the period to have been found and examined archaeologically off the UK. The historic wreck 

(which lies outside of UK Territorial waters) was identified by the ship's bell - it names the vessel in 

Latin and dates its launch to 1744. Although the wreck - found within deep international waters - is 

poorly preserved and shows major signs of damage from trawlers, the finds include 25 iron cannon up 

to 3.2m(10.4ft) long. 

Historians believe La Marquise de Tourny was built to attack trade during the War of the Austrian 

Succession. This was fought between England, Spain and France from 1739 to 1748 for control of 

trade between the Caribbean, America and Europe. Archaeologist and historian Dr.Sean Kingsley, who 

has studied the wreck, said: 'Other than three French privateers found off Canada and France, the 

Marquise de Tourny is the only corsair of this age known in the world. Many sea captain's dreamed of 

finding enemy ships stuffed with treasure and becoming rich beyond their wildest dreams. In reality, 

the art of privateering was fool's gold. In the war of 1739 to 1748 our research shows that while the 

English seized 3,316 enemy ships, the French and Spanish in turn captured 3,493 English vessels - it 

was a lose-lose situation for the economy of Europe that ended in a political stalemate.' 

Greg Stemm, Odyssey's co-founder and chief executive officer, said: 'The Marquise de Tourny is one 

of our most important discoveries in the English Channel. Odyssey is committed to exploring and in-

vestigating such deep-ocean shipwrecks as part of our mission to bring the mystery and history of 

shipwrecks back into the light of day for the benefit of the public and academic communities.' 

   Eleanor Gaskarth. Western Morning News. 16.11.2010 p8 

See    http://www.thisisdevon.co.uk/ 

B e a c h c o m b e r  c a u t i o n e d  b y  p o l i c e  
 

A beachcomber has been cautioned by police after he collected bits of 

shipwrecks to make into ornaments. The 64 year old, from East Grin-

stead, Sussex, removed wood from wreck sites on the south coast at low 

tide and used it to create picture frames. Taking artefacts without in-

forming the Receiver of Wrecks is illegal.                                                 

 

 Daily Telegraph newspaper. March 2011 

http://www.thisisdevon.co.uk/Wreck-scourge-England-s-fleet/story-11432067-detail/story.html
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    N o r m a n ' s  B a y  P r o t e c t e d  W r e c k  S i t e  
 

The Norman's Bay wreck is thought to be either the remains of the 

English warship Resolution which sank in the great storm of 1703, or 

may well be that of an allied Dutch warship lost during the Battle of 

Beachy Head in 1690. In this battle an allied English and Dutch force 

was heavily defeated by the French. Seven Dutch ships were lost, at 

least three of these are supposed to have sunk in Norman's Bay. The 

names of two of the seven ships are unknown, but the other five were the Vriesland, Wapen Van 

Utrecht, Elswoud and Tholen.  

The wreck site contains a cluster of at least 42 iron guns, timber hull structure and various artefacts 

including a large anchor on top of a ballast mound. Scattered cannon are assumed to be three 24-

pounder cannons, seven six pounder Saker cannon and two 3 -pounder cannons along with several that 

are too deeply buried or concreted to be measured. Taking into account an average 0.03m thickness 

of concretion  there are possibly ten 24-pounders, fifteen 12-pounders and two 6-pounders, which is 

more fitting with the armament of the warship Resolution. 

NAS has teamed up with the site licensee and finder, Paul Stratford to help undertake the work on 

the Norman's Bay wreck. First dives by NAS were undertaken on site in June 2010. 

Funding - In 2010 NAS Member and Lloyds Register employee Vince Jenkins was awarded a generous 

grant from the Lloyds Register LR250 fund, which was awarded to: 

1- The LR staff in the team to gain their NAS qualifications. 

2- To purchase and place a permanent marker buoy on the site, and 

3-To assist in the survey of the wreck. 

More information can be found on the LR250 webpage at: 

http://projects.lr250.org/projects/normans-bay-wreck-site-42 

The aim of the project is to develop and install a diver trail around the designated wreck site known 

as the Norman's Bay wreck.  

The Wreck Trail was launched at the London International Dive Show in March 2011, and NAS will b 

tekaing bookings and registering interest from diving groups wishing to participate in the summer div-

ing season. If you are interested in booking a group on to the Norman's Bay Wreck Diver Trail,in 

2011, please feel free to contact the NAS office.                   

 NAS Project Leaflet August 2010   see diver trail   http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/ 

National News continued 

C a l l  f o r  p a p e r s  f o r  G l a s g o w  

C o n f e r e n c e  
 

The British Commission for Maritime History 

- New Researchers in Maritime History Con-

ference 2012, Riverside Museum, Glasgow, 9-

10th March 2012, are calling for suitable pa-

pers to be submitted by deadline of 4th No-

vember 2011. 

N A S  C o n f e r e n c e  5 t h  N o v e m b e r  

2 0 1 1   
 

The annual NAS Conference will take place in Ports-

mouth, commencing with a 'get-together' on 4th 

November Friday, with an informal drinks gathering 

at the Royal Maritime Club. Food will be available 

from 17.00 to 21.00 at Horatio's Restaurant. On 

5th November the Conference will be hosted by Dr 

Colin Martib, with seven speakers. For a full timeta-

ble and directions see: 

 www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/news/ 

http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/projects/pdfs/Normans_Bay_Dive_Trail_Project_Design.pdf
http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/news/conference2011.php
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W e l c o m e  t o  W r e c k  W a t c h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
 

Wreck Watch International is a London based consultancy specialising in global 

maritime heritage. With a booming demography and coastal development, ma-

rine construction, fisheries, sport divers, shipwreck explorers, looters and the 

cutting of oil pipelines and cables are exerting ever-increasing pressures on 

shorelines and offshore waters.  

Wreck Watch International casts a spotlight on the threats to shipwrecks in 

deep and shallow waters and on submerged harbours and provides professional 

contractual services concerning the character, interpretation, risk and man-

agement of underwater cultural heritage. The central objective of Wreck Watch is to serve as a 

bridge between academic research, the private sector, industry and the general public for purposes 

of mainstream education, understanding and entertainmernt. The underwater world should be a de-

mystified, non-exclusive realm accessible to all. Wreck Watch thus offers consultancy services in 

these fields of publicity and media perception.  

    Wreck Watch: www.wreckwatch.com  q8.2.2011 

National News continued 

L a n g s t o n e  H a r b o u r  S a x o n  l o g  b o a t  i n  

P o r t s m o u t h   

d i s p l a y   

 

A 1,500-year-old log boat found buried in the mudflats of a har-

bour in Hampshire has gone on display. 

The Saxon boat excavated from Langstone Harbour in 2003 can be seen in an exhibition at Ports-

mouth City Museum. The hollowed out oak tree formed a wooden canoe, which was probably used by 

local people around 500AD. 

Radiocarbon dating suggests the canoe dates to somewhere between 400-640AD, a period spanning 

late Roman times to early Saxon. The Mary Rose Trust has spent seven years conserving the log boat, 

which was discovered in 2002 by local enthusiasts John Cross and Arthur Thomas Mack, who were 

searching for prehistoric flint tools in the intertidal zone of the harbour.  

T o o l  m a r k s  

The boat is only the second to be discovered in the Solent region and is currently the oldest water-

craft remains from the area. Julie Satchell, head of research at Hampshire & Wight Trust for Mari-

time Archaeology and Portsmouth City Council said: 'This boat demonstrates the long history of sea-

faring and marine exploration in and around the Solent.'    

             

BBC News 28.07.2011     see more at:   http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-14288357 

http://www.wreckwatch.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-14288357
http://wreckwatch.com/
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National News continued 

T h e  M i r a m a r  S h i p  I n d e x  -   
 

now available on CD 

The Miramar Ship Index is without doubt one of the 

most useful tools available to anyone who does any 

research into ships. With in excess of 

200,000entries covering most powered merchant 

and navy ships built since the mid 19th century. 

This is now available on CD, which has several  

important advantages over the 'on-line' version. 

Since any CD record goes out of date, there will be 

upgrade CD's issued monthly and a subscription service is now available. 

The index allows the user to search for the names of merchant vessels over 100-gross tons, as well 

as naval vessels. When a name is typed into the 'search' box, a list of all the ships that have carried 

that name will appear. The CD version offers considerable additional information, date built, builder, 

flag, tonnage, type, initial owner and fate, all of which makes it easy to select a likely candidate from 

what can be a long, drop-down list of ships. 

The CD can be ordered through the Disksales page on the website: 

www.miramarshipindex.org.nz. Payment can be made via PayPal or credit card. 

Customers are asked to print out the PDF form at the foot of the page, complete and return airmail 

to: Rodger Haworth, 49 Strathavon Road, Miramar, Wellington 6022. New Zealand.  

Costs: 1st disc - $US. 75.00; subsequent orders: $US. 50.00. Annual subscription 1st Year - 

$US.175.00 (4 x quarterly discs priced at $75, $59, $50 and then free. 

E n g l i s h  H e r i t a g e  a p p o i n t  f i v e  n e w  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  

 

 

John Penrose, the Minister for Tourism and Heritage, has appointed Baroness Lola Young OBE, Pro-

fessor Peter Draper, Vice Admiral Sir Tim Laurence KCVO/CB/ADC, Martin Moore and Graham  

Morrison as Commissioners of English Heritage. The appointments are for four years, commencing 1 

September 2011. 

 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/ 

  L o s t  R o m a n  p o r t  f o u n d  i n  W a l e s  

 

The remains of a 2000-year-old Roman port have been discovered 

in south Wales by archaeologists from the University. 

Uncovered outside the Roman fortress in Caerleon by a team of 

staff and students from the School of History, Archaeology and 

Religion, the port is only the second known from Roman Britain and 

sheds new light on Wales‘ role in Roman Britain. 

See more at    http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/news/articles/lost-roman-port-found-in-wales-7194.html 

http://www.miramarshipindex.org.nz.
http://www.miramarshipindex.org.nz./
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/news/articles/lost-roman-port-found-in-wales-7194.html


' W e a p o n s  o f  W a r r e ' ,  b y  A l e x -

z a n d r a  H i l d r e d  -  T h e  A r m a m e n t s  

o f  t h e  M a r y  R o s e  

Two volumes of 1,000 pages with over 700 black and 

white photographs. and 16 pages of colour photo-

graphs.  

These pair of reference volumes cover all the ord-

nance and equipment of war found on the wreck of the 

Mary Rose, with a full discussion of the guns, the 

shot, gunpowder, gun carriages and tools. 

Available to NAS Members at a reduced price of 

£45.00, or £47.50 to non-members, Contact the NAS 

Office in Portsmouth to purchase. 

Alternatively it is available direct from the publish-

ers, Oxbow Books, 10 Hythe Street, Oxford OX1 

2EW for £49.95 plus £3.50 p&p. 
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National News continued 

D e e p  D i v e r s  t a c k l e  1 6 1 m  d e e p  E m p r e s s  

o f  B r i t a i n  w r e c k  
 

A team of technical divers has carried out a notable dive on the 

wreck of the great Liner Empress of Britain, 50 miles off 

Northern Ireland. 

Led by Mark Dixon, Eurotek Conference organiser and skipper 

of Darkstar, a Wildcat 40 catamaran, the team made a single dive on the 161m wreck in mid July 2011 

operating out of Bunbeg, Co. Donegal. The dive was 'one of the last big challenges' off British or 

Irish shores and probably the deepest. 

The bottom divers, Jeff Cornish, Steve Slater, Duncan Keates and Paul Mee, all used APD Inspiration 

rebreathers with bail-out. At 223m in length the liner, built in 1931 for the Canadian Pacific Railway 

Co. was one of the worlds largest and most luxuriously appointed. 

Requisitioned for war duty, she was en route from Cape Town to Liverpool with 647 civilians, troops 

and crew when, on 26 October 1940, she was bombed by a German Focke-Wolf. Hit amidships and 

ablaze, the liner was evacuated and survivors were rescued  by two destroyers and fishing trawlers. 

Forty-nine lives were lost. 

The fire having quietened down, the liner was reboarded by the crew and taken in tow. A sitting duck, 

the Empress of Britain went down after being hit amidships by a torpedo fired from the German sub-

marine U-32, ordered to intercept the crippled ship. Post war, commercial salvors tried to find out 

whether gold carried aboard had been taken off when the liner was reboarded, or left alone for re-

moval when the ship reached port. The team understand that, in 1995, a saturation-diving operation 

financed by private investors was conducted in 'the utmost secrecy'. A hole was cut in the hull and 

the bullion room accessed, reportedly with no sign of any gold. Sport divers have not tried to reach 

the wreck until Darkstar's attempt.  

Darkstar is sponsored by Brett Thorne of DiveLife in Manchester.  

 Diver Magazine September 2011 Vol.56 No.9 p12  or see  ship details at    

 http://www.oceanlinermuseum.co.uk/EmpressofBritain.html 

' O c e a n s  O d y s s e y  2 ’  -   

e d i t e d  b y  G r e g  S t e m m  a n d  

S e a n  K i n g s l e y .   
 

282 pages, hard backed, 

hundreds of colour  

illustrations of artefact 

material. Available from 

Oxbow Books (see 

'Weapons of Warre' 

above for address).  

ISBN 97818-4217-4425, 

price £25.00. 

This volume compliments 'Oceans Odyssey 1' 

and is a comprehensive study of the searches 

and discoveries made by Odyssey in the Eng-

lish Channel including the wreck of  

HMS. Victory.  

 N e w  S h i p w r e c k  P u b l i c a t i o n s  

http://www.oceanlinermuseum.co.uk/EmpressofBritain.html
http://www.oceanlinermuseum.co.uk/EmpressofBritain.html


J a p a n e s e  s k u l l  f o u n d  i n  P e a r l  H a r b o u r  
 

A skull found at the bottom of Pearl harbour may belong to 

one of the 55 Japanese pilots who died during the attack on 

Pearl harbour on 7 December 1941, say Jeff Fong, of the Na-

val Facilities Engineering Command Pacific Fleet. 

     NAS News Update 27 July 2011 

See more at The Telegraph 

N O A A ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H a w a i i ,  r e s e a r c h  M a u i ’ s  W o r l d  W a r  I I  

l e g a c y  
 

NOAA's Office of National Marine Sanctuaries' Maritime Heritage 

Program and the University of Hawaii‘s Marine Option Program have 

completed a survey of sunken World War II-era aircraft and ship-

wrecks along Maui‘s southern coast. The two-week survey continues a 

longstanding collaboration between NOAA and the University of Ha-

waii in providing students with hands-on training in maritime archae-

ology surveying techniques. 

The survey team produced scaled drawings and took photographs of six wreck sites, including a car-

rier-based dive bomber (SB2C-1C Helldiver); a carrier-based fighter plane (F6F Hellcat); and three 

amphibious assault vehicles (LVT-4 and LVTA-4s), two with mounted 75mm howitzers. The documen-

tation is used to evaluate wrecks for deterioration and helps identify when artefact's have been 

moved or go missing.  Read more at: 

http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/ 

International News  
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S i n g l e  h o l e  a n c h o r  s t o n e s  

f o u n d  
 

Following the discovery by NAS members of 

two Bronze Age single-hole anchor stones 

together with other artefacts, a return trip 

to Cyprus is planned for September 13th - 

20th. 2011.This reconnaissance stage, in ad-

vance of establishinga project with the rele-

vant authorities in Cyprus, is likely to re-

quire a team of six divers. NAS Members, 

who must have completed at least Part 1 of 

the NAS Training Programme and be at least 

PADI Advanced Open water or equivalent 

are invited to express an interest in taking 

part.  

There are two spaces left. Contact Robert 

White through NAS. 

V o l u n t e e r s  r e q u i r e d  

f o r  t h e  I K U Y W A  4  

F i e l d  s c h o o l   
 

One place remains on the above Field 

School Trip from 18th to 27th Sep-

tember 2011 in Zaton, Croatia, un-

dertaking excavation work in the 

harbour. This will be followed by the 

IKUWA Congress from 29th September to 2nd Octo-

ber in Zadar, Croatia, looking at the theme of 

'managing the Underwater Cultural heritage.' 

                                                                             

NAS News Update 27th July 2011 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/8651277/Skull-found-in-Pearl-Harbour-could-belong-to-Japanese-pilot.html
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2011/20110808_mauiww2legacy.html


B i d  t o  u s e  s o n a r  t o  m a p  C i v i l  W a r  a n d  W W . 2  s h i p w r e c k s   
 

World War 2 shipwrecks off North Carolina and Civil War wrecks in 

Virginia are being analyzed with sonar technology so sophisticated 

that the public could one day view near photographic images in detail 

even better than diving at some of the sites could provide. 

 

Federal researchers are using sonar to gather data that will result in 

vivid, three-dimensional images of the shipwrecks that will likely end 

up online, in museums, and as part of other programmes designed to 

promote American Maritime heritage. 

"Not everyone dives, and so that's why we embrace technologies like this that are cutting edge, cost 

effective and give you a three-dimensional sense of that ship on the bottom," said James Delgado, 

director of the national Oceanic and Atmospheeric Administration's Maritime Heritage Programme. 

"The kinds of imagery - it's almost photographic." 

Shipwrecks are often popular dive sites, but obtaining detailed images of the ships would allow the 

public to view them without risk of damaging them and also help scientists determine the condition of 

the ships are in as they try to develop better ways to preserve them. The technology also allows the 

public to view shipwrecks in waters that aren't very clear (or very deep). 

In June 2011 researchers headed to North Carolina's Outer Banks to begin 

creating images of ships sunk in 1942 during the Battle of the Atlantic. On 14 July 1942, a merchant 

convoy of 19 ships and five military escorts left the Hampton Roads area of Virginia en route to Key 

West, Florida, to deliver cargo to aid the war effort.A German submarine attacked Convoy KS-520 

the next day off Cape hatteras, where the U-Boat was sunk by depth-charges dropped by US.Navy 

aircraft. Brock Vergakis, Deseret News, Associated Press, 7.7.2011    

See http://www,news,yahoo.com 

  

N e w  p h a s e  o f  s e a r c h  f o r  F r a n k l i n   

e x p e d i t i o n ' s  l o s t  s h i p s  a n n o u n c e d  

http://www.vancouversun.com/ 

A 160-year-old mystery could be solved this summer as the search resumes to find the doomed ships 

of Sir John Franklin's 1845 expedition to discover the Northwest passage. 

The voyage was the demise of Franklin and the 128 men he took to the Canadian Arctic after the 

Royal Navy ships HMS Terror and Erebus he led became trapped in ice, where it is presumed they 

sank, somewhere off Nunavut's King William Island. 

"We are continuing our search for an as yet undiscovered national historic site", said Environment 

Minister Peter kent, in announcing the resumption of the search."This is the year I hope we will solve 

one of the great mysteries in the history of Arctic exploration." The graves of both Terror and 

Ereubs are designated together as Canada's only national historic site with no known location, as they 

are considered to be integral in the country's northern history. 

The resumption of the search commenced on 21 August 2011. 

           

   Robert Hiltz, Postmedia News. Ottawa. June 30. 2011           
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http://news.yahoo.com/bid-sonar-map-civil-war-wwii-shipwrecks-192835456.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/travel/phase+search+Franklin+expedition+lost+ships+announced/5032831/story.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/travel/phase+search+Franklin+expedition+lost+ships+announced/5032831/story.html
http://news.yahoo.com/bid-sonar-map-civil-war-wwii-shipwrecks-192835456.html


U S  f i r m  a w a r d e d  $ 1 1 0  m i l l i o n  f o r  s a l v a g i n g  

T i t a n i c  a r t e f a c t s .  
 

A judge has awarded a US exhibition company $110 million for salvaging 

artefacts from the wreck of the ss. Titanic. The US Federal judge ruled 

that the RMS Titanic Inc. which displays the artefacts in museums 

across the world, is entitled to their full market value. The Court has yet to decide whether to grant 

the company ownership of the objects or sell them and give it the proceeds. The Titanic sank on its 

maiden voyage from Southampton to New York in April 1912, killing more than 1,500 passengers and 

crew. 

RMS.Titanic Inc. a subsidiary of Premier Exhibitions Inc. has undertaken seven expeditions to the 

wreck site, 2.5 miles (4km) below the North Atlantic, and has retrieved more than 5,500 artefacts. 

The US Court granted the Company salvage rights in 1994 but explicitly stated it did not grant own-

ership of the wreck or the artefacts. The company has since displayed artefacts in Museums across 

the world. 

See more at    http://www.bbc.co.uk 

W r e c k  o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w r e c k  h o l d i n g  £ 6 m  i n  

l o o t  d i s c o v e r e d  
 

The wreck of an English ship loaded with gold and silver worth millions has 

been found by German adventurers off Indonesia. More than 1.5 tons of 

silver coins, gold jewellery, crystal, Chinese porcelain, cannon, muskets and 

400 bottles of wine were recovered from the Forbes, a ship that went 

ashore between Borneo and Sumatra in 1806. The diving team believes the value of the find to be at least 

£6 million. 

The Forbes carried opium and iron from Calcutta to the Far East and was, according to the Asiatic Annual 

Register, on its way home with a 'considerable amount of loot' and cargo. But shortly after it raided a 

Dutch brig, both ships were driven on to a reef at 5 knots, the register records. Frazer Sinclair, the 

Scottish captain, went on to skipper other ships and was decorated by King George III for his bold raids 

on foreign vessels. Half the value of the treasure must be given to the Indonesian government. The wreck 

lies off Belitung Island, between Malaysian Borneo and Indonesian Sumatra, near the Strait of Malacca. 

         Daily Telegraph 30 July 2011See more at  http://www.telegraph.co.uk 
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A n c i e n t  s h i p w r e c k  s h e d s  l i g h t  o n  m a r i n e r ' s  d i e t  

 

A huge quantity of olive stones on an ancient shipwreck more than 2,000 years 

old has provided valuable insight into the diet of sailors in the ancient world, re-

searchers in Cyprus. 

The shipwreck, dating from around 400BC, and laden mainly with wine amphorae from the Aegean Is-

land of Chios and other north Aegean Islands, was discovered deep underwater off Cyprus's southern 

coast. The excavation is shedding light on seafaring in Cyprus in antiquity, commerce between the is-

land and the Aegean and the sizes of the period's cargo ships. 

Italian archaeologists discovered that some of the world's oldest perfumes, made in Cyprus, were 

olive oil based. the commodity was also used to fire copper furnaces. Apart from the amphorae, two 

lead rods with remains of timber were found. 

         Technology & Science. msnbc.com. Copyright Reuters. August 2010. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-10973009
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/germany/5932729/German-treasure-hunters-strike-gold-with-English-shipwreck.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/germany/5932729/German-treasure-hunters-strike-gold-with-English-shipwreck.html


J u d g e  s a y s  L a k e  E r i e  s h i p w r e c k  b e l o n g s  t o  

N e w  Y o r k  

 

A 19th century schooner that lies at the bottom of Lake Erie belongs to 

New York Stata, not the salvagers who found it and want to raise and 

preserve it as a tourist attraction, a Federal judge ruled. 

Massachusetts-based Northeast Research LLC, which claimed title to the 

80-foot wooden ship under maritime law before the State intervened, 

believes the vessel had a role in the War of 1812 and the Underground 

Railroad. Northeast Research has spent over $1 million and five years identifying and documenting the 

ship, a spokesman said "The State of New York has done absolutely nothing." The company, which oper-

ates in Dunkirk, west of Buffalo, envisions raising the well preserved, two-masted schooner and displaying 

it in an ice-cold freshwater aquarium on Buffalo's waterfront. Divers have already recovered and docu-

mented artefacts, including American and Spanish coins, buttons, rings etc.  

The States general policy, operating under the Abandoned Shipwrecks Act of 1987 is "to leave ship-

wrecks alone." Northeast divers believe the schooner is the historically important Caledonia, used in the 

fur trade in the early 1800's before being commandeered by the British military at the outbreak of the 

1812 War, but was captured by the Americans a year later.After the war she was sold to Pennsylvania 

merchants and re-named General Mayne and used it to ferry runaway slaves across Lake Erie to Canada, 

according to Northeast's court filings. It is believed she sank intact, during a storm in the 1830's. There 

were no known survivors. 

           http://www.wivb.com/ 
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S m i t h s o n i a n  S h i p w r e c k  E x h i b i t  d r a w s  f i r e  f r o m  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  

 

Archaeologists are criticizing the ethics of a planned Smithsonian Institution 

exhibit, "Shipwrecked - Tang Treasures & Monsoon Winds," stated to open in 

the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery in 2012. The exhibition is based on artefacts 

hauled up from an Arab dhow that sank to the bottom of the Java Sea in the 

9th century CE. The wreck was salvaged by the private German company, 

Seabed Explorations GbR in the late 1990's, and critics say that its divers 

did not observe professional archaeological standards while recovering the 

artefacts, which include glazed ceramics, lead ingots, and intrically worked vessels of silver and gold 

from the Tang dynasty. 

Then in 2005, most of the finds were sold to a second company in Singapore for a reported $32 mil-

lion. Such commercialisation of ancient objects doesn't break the laws of Indonesia, in whose territo-

rial waters the dhow was found, but many archaeologists say that it contravenes their field's stan-

dard ethical guidelines. 

In 2009, the archaeological community scored a major victory when the UNESCO Convention to the 

Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage came into effect. It states that "underwater cultural 

heritage shall not be traded, sold, bought or bartered as commercial goods." Indonesia has not rati-

fied the UNESCO Convention as yet. Instead, it licenses private companies such as Seabed Explora-

tions, to salvage its shipwrecks in return for a 50% share of the profits from selling artefacts. In 

the meantime the Smithsonian has already co-organised a world tour of the dhow's artefacts, which 

opened in a Singapore Museum in February 2011, and it appears that the exhibition catalogue has al-

ready sold out. Julian Raby, director of the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, remains a firm supporter of 

Cont‘d 

http://www.wivb.com/dpp/news/buffalo/Judge-says-Lake-Erie-shipwreck-belongs-to-state
http://www.wivb.com/dpp/news/buffalo/Judge-says-Lake-Erie-shipwreck-belongs-to-stateC:/Users/Steve/Documents/AdreamSoft PDF to Word
http://archaeologicalnews.tumblr.com/post/3829419077/smithsonian-shipwreck-exhibit-draws-fire-from


  E x p l o r i n g  t h e  w r e c k  o f  H M S .  I n v e s t i g a t o r  
 

The wreck of HMS Investigator, a British Royal Navy ship famous for 

being sent to find the 1845 Franklin expedition in search of the North-

west Passage, has been located. Like HMS  Erebus and HMS Terror, the 

Investigator was abandoned in April 1853 after it became trapped in ice 

150 metres off the north shore of Banks Island.  

Located 8 metres below the surface, the upper deck of the vessel is strewn with broken timbers 

from 158 years of seasonal ice forming and breaking up, as well as drifting icebergs. Of her three 

decks only the upper deck is visible, the other deck levels are sunk deep in silt.     

  Allan Woods, Ottawa Bureau, thestar.com. Saturday 9 July 2011          Or see    

http://archaeologicalnews.tumblr.com/post/7502141486/exploring-the-wreck-of-hms-investigator 
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R o m a n - e r a  s h i p w r e c k  r e v e a l s  a n c i e n t  m e d i c a l  s e c r e t s .  

 

A first-aid kit found on a 2,000-year-old shipwreck has pro-

vided a remarkable insight into the medicines concocted by an-

cient physicians to cure sailors of dysentery and other ailments. 

A wooden chest was found on a 50ft long trading vessel 

wrecked around 130BC off the coast of Tuscany.. Tablets, or 

pills, were found in 136 tin-lined wooden vials and were made of 

ground-up vegetables, herbs and plants such as celery, onions, 

carrots, cabbage, alfalfa and chestnuts - all ingredients re-

ferred to in classical medical texts.  

Scientists believe the pills would have been used to treat gastrointestinal complaints suffered by 

sailors such as dysentery and diarrhoea. "It is a spectacular find, each item was very well sealed", 

said Dt Alain Touwaide, from the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute, Washington.  

The pills are the oldest known archaeological remains of ancient pharmaceuticals. The vessel itself 

was transporting amphorae of wine, glassware, ceramics and oil lamps when it sank in 60ft of water 

between the Italian mainland and the Island of Elbe. It is still not known whether it was Roman, 

Greek or Phoenician. The wreck was initially found in 1974 off the port of Piombino, but the wooden 

medicine chest remained buried until 1989 but it is only now that scientists have been able to use 

DNA technology to analyse the contents of the pills.  

                 

 Daily Telegraph, Nick Squires in Rome. 9 July 2011       read more at: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/

continued from previous page  

the exhibit. Seabed Explorations broke no laws during the salvage operation, he says, and had an 

archaeologist on hand to record details of the ship during its second season. "There are bound to 

be divergent opinions," Raby says, "and I feel the Smithsonian should not flinch from controversial 

exhibitions. It should use controversy to open debate." 

                                                                                           

  Science Insider, by Heather Pringle. 10 March 2011   

Read more at    http://archaeologicalnews.tumblr.com/ 

http://archaeologicalnews.tumblr.com/post/7502141486/exploring-the-wreck-of-hms-investigator
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/italy/8627715/Roman-era-shipwreck-reveals-ancient-medical-secrets.html
http://archaeologicalnews.tumblr.com/post/7502141486/exploring-the-wreck-of-hms-investigator
http://archaeologicalnews.tumblr.com/post/3829419077/smithsonian-shipwreck-exhibit-draws-fire-from
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T r e a s u r e  o n  b o a r d  P o r t u g u e s e  s h i p w r e c k  

s a l v a g e d  
 

WINDHOEK, Aug 19 (NNN-AFROLNEWS) — After almost two 

years, international archaeologists and conservators have success-

fully salvaged the wreck believed to be the 16th century Portu-

guese shipwreck that lay undisturbed for 500 years off Namibia‘s 

Atlantic Coast near Oranjemund. 

The sunken ship‘s rich treasure includes a total of 2,266 gold and silver coins that were found under-

neath the planks of the sunken ship. 

They largely consist of Portuguese and Spanish gold coins, and presently are in safe custody at Bank 

of Namibia. 

The project manager of the rescue excavation, Dr Webber Ndoro, said the gold coins weighting about 

21 kg represent one of the worlds‘ greatest recent finds of lost treasure. 

 

See more at   http://safewaters.wordpress.com/ 

U n i d e n t i f i e d  s h i p w r e c k  f o u n d  i n  L a k e  M i c h i g a n  

 

A shipwreck that may date back to the 1830's has been discov-

ered in 250ft of water in Lake Michigan between Saugatuck and 

South haven. The 60ft, single masted vessel was found by the 

group Michigan Shipwreck Research. Its members were looking 

for the remnants of a 1950 plane crash when they discovered the 

wreck which is said to be in good condition. 

 

Copyright 2011, WLS-TV/DT 7.April 2011.  see also    awww.abclocal.go.com. 

T h e  D u t c h  n a v y  d i s c o v e r s  G e r m a n  W W 1  s u b m a r i n e  -  U - 1 0 6  

 

A brass ID plate on board the wreck, found north of Terschelling 

Island, identified the submarine as the U-106, which sank before 

1918 during WW1. The submarine was located during hydrographical 

survey work in October 2009 but kept secret  while German au-

thorities confirmed the identification of those who died on board 

and traced their relatives.  

Positive identification came from a brass plate on a compressed air cylinder. The Dutch had hoped 

they had found the wreck of the Dutch submarine O-13, which went missing in June 1940, but a 

closer examination revealed the submarine was much older. 

                                                                Fernando Heller, Deutsche Presse-Agentur. 

March 16, 2011 

See also    http://gcaptain.com/ 

http://safewaters.wordpress.com/2011/08/19/maritime-news-treasure-on-board-portuguese-shipwreck-salvaged/
http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/local&id=8046134
http://gcaptain.com/dutch-navy-discovers-missing-german?25493
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C h r i s t m a s  I s l a n d  s h i p w r e c k  i n q u e s t  

o p e n s  

 

The inquest was told passengers had been assured before they 

left Indonesia that the boat was in good condition. 

But the engine stopped twice during the journey, including 200m 

from shore. 

Up to 50 asylum seekers are believed to have died when the wooden vessel smashed into rocks off 

Christmas Island in heavy seas on 15 December last year. 

Australia has an offshore immigration processing centre on the island - which lies in the Indian Ocean 

about 2,600km (1,600 miles) from the Australian mainland, but only 300km south of Indonesia. 

Coastguards rescued 42 survivors - mainly Iranian, Iraqi and Kurdish asylum seekers - and recovered 

30 bodies from the sea. 

It is thought that up to 20 more people remain unaccounted for. 

 

For more information  see    http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 

 

 

    

   C a p t a i n  M o r g a n  s h i p w r e c k  f o u n d  

 

 

 

 

 

Archaeologists from Texas State University diving near the Lajas Reef discovered a large section of 

hull from what they believe to be Henry Morgan's flagship, 'Satisfaction'. 

The wreck, which contains numerous unopened cargo boxes and coral-encrusted chests, appears to 

match the age and design of five ships Morgan lost off the reef in 1671. 

The team of explorers, led by Fritz Hanselmann, the university's Chief Underwater Archaeologist, 

previously discovered six iron cannons that belonged to Morgan nearby. 

"To us, the ship is the treasure – the story is the treasure," Mr Hanselman said. "You don't have a 

much better story than Captain Morgan's sack of Panama City and the loss of his five ships." 

Morgan, of Monmouthshire, Wales, raided Panama City with 1,400 men in January 1671. He preyed on 

Spanish forces on behalf of the English crown, though his clearance for the Panama attack is dis-

puted 

 

John Swaine         Telegraph       http://www.telegraph.co.uk/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-13435815
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/centralamericaandthecaribbean/panama/8689215/Captain-Morgan-shipwreck-found.html
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S u n k e n  T r e a s u r e  F o u n d  i n  t h e  

S e a s  O f  S i c i l y  

 

 

 

 

Italian archaeologists have retrieved a sunken treasure of 3,422 ancient bronze coins in the small 

Sicilian island of Pantelleria, they announced today. 

Discovered by chance during a survey to create an underwater archaeological itinerary,the coins have 

been dated between 264 and 241 BC. 

 

Source  The Sunday Times       http://news.discovery.com/history/punic-coins-retrieved-110812.html 

 

 

T e a m  E x p l o r e s  1 9 t h  C e n t u r y  P a r t h e n o n  M a r b l e  S h i p w r e c k  i n  

G r e e c e  

 

A team of underwater explorers in Greece examined the shipwreck of the Mentor, which sunk in 1802 

as it transported marbles from the Parthenon to London. 

The sculptures, part of the Parthenon collection taken and sent to England by Lord Elgin, were recov-

ered after the ship sunk and no additional pieces were found in last month‘s or in three previous ex-

plorations, the Athens-based Culture and Tourism Ministry said in an e-mailed statement today. 

Three ancient coins, two silver and a bronze, were found on the wreck as well as two pistols and navi-

gation tools used by the 10-member crew, according to the e-mail. French sea explorer Jacques-Yves 

Cousteau investigated the vessel with a team in 1975, the ministry said. 

Source         

http://archaeologicalnews.tumblr.com/post/8913198615/team-explores-19th-century-parthenon-

marble-shipwreck 

R o m a n  s h i p w r e c k  f u l l  o f  w i n e  j a r s  d i s c o v e r e d  

 

The 30-metre long wreck dates to the 1st century BC and its cargo is be-

lieved to have been the produce of southern Albanian vineyards en route to 

western European markets, including France.The find was made 50 metres 

deep near the port city of Vlora, 90 miles southwest of Albania‘s capital, Ti-

rana. 

See   http://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2011/08/roman-shipwreck-full-of-wine-jars-discovered/ 

http://news.discovery.com/history/punic-coins-retrieved-110812.html
http://archaeologicalnews.tumblr.com/post/8913198615/team-explores-19th-century-parthenon-marble-shipwreck
http://archaeologicalnews.tumblr.com/post/8913198615/team-explores-19th-century-parthenon-marble-shipwreck
http://archaeologicalnews.tumblr.com/post/8913198615/team-explores-19th-century-parthenon-marble-shipwreck
http://archaeologicalnews.tumblr.com/post/8913198615/team-explores-19th-century-parthenon-marble-shipwreck
http://news.discovery.com/history/punic-coins-retrieved-110812.html
http://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2011/08/roman-shipwreck-full-of-wine-jars-discovered/
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N e w  V a s a '  s h i p w r e c k  f o u n d  o n  B a l t i c  

s e a b e d  

 

Swedish divers have uncovered what they believe to be the legen-

dary Swedish warship Mars, lost in a sea battle with the Danish-

Lübeckian navy in 1564, near the coast of the Baltic island of 

Öland. 

The wreck is lying port-side up and the site is virtually littered 

with cannons," said diver Richard Lundgren to The Local.  

 

Mars was one of the largest ships of its time with 107 guns and a crew of 800 men, both out-sizing 

and outgunning the famous warship Vasa, which has been on show in Stockholm since it was lifted 

from city's harbour in the 1960s.  

Divers have been searching for the legendary Mars for decades. And on Friday it was announced that 

it might have been found.  

―We certainly don‘t know of any other ships sinking near those coordinates,‖ said Andreas Olsson, 

head archaeologist at the Royal Swedish Maritime museum (Sjöhistoriska muséet).  

The shipwreck was discovered at a depth of 75 metres, near the northern promontory of the Baltic 

island of Öland off of Sweden's east coast. The wreckage is reportedly solid oak and the seabed is 

strewn with bronze cannons.  

 

The Mars was the largest ship in the Baltic in its heyday and was sunk, only a year after its maiden 

voyage, during a sea battle with the Danish-Lübeckian navy in 1564.  

After two days of ferocious fighting, Mars was hit by cannon fire and went up in smoke. In the ensu-

ing kerfuffle the vessel went down and has been resting untouched in its watery grave for 447 years.  

According to Olsson, everything is pointing to it being Mars that the divers have come across. How-

ever, archaeologists can‘t be completely sure until they have examined the shipwreck.  

―If this is the Mars it is a truly significant find. When it comes to maritime history it really can be 

seen as the ‗missing link‘ in the chain of what we know of historic shipbuilding – somewhere between 

our Swedish Vasa and the English Mary Rose,‖ said Olsson.  

 

According to Olsson, the next step is to investigate the wreckage site thoroughly. The decision as to 

whether a complete salvage operation should be carried out is a question for the future,  

Rebecca Martin, Science & Technology.  

Published in the Swedish paper The Local     see more   http://www.thelocal.se/35646/20110819/ 

 

N e w  w r e c k  f o u n d  o n  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  L a k e  G e n e v a  

 

Scanners have revealed a wreck on the bottom of Lake Geneva. Rus-

sian submersibles involved in EPFL‘s Elemo Project have discovered a 

new wreck which is now being investigated 

Source   Physorg.com  24 Aug 2011 

http://www.thelocal.se/35646/20110819/


4. Question: "It seems incredible that it can have been passed without an open and full debate, in 

which the diving community has been able to take its full part. Instead, it seems to have been pre-

sented to us as a 'done deal'. One does not have to be much of a libertarian to believe that this is 

fundamentally wrong. We do not live in a totalitarian state.‖ 

Answer: Actually there were consultation papers published, all of which the NAS responded to. I be-

lieve the dive organisations responded to them as well.  In addition the NAS Chair, George Lambrick, 

has written to the MMO pointing out that most marine archaeology is done by volunteers out their 

own pockets. So the NAS has been very vocal. However, a consultation only commits the government 

to considering the views stated. They are not committed to agreeing with them. 

  

5. Question: "From what I can glean, the parts of the Act which concern dredging were in-

tended mainly to prevent unnecessary damage to the marine environment."  

Answer: As I stated above the Act expressly applies to both the natural and the his-

toric environment. 

  

6. Question: . "You say in your email that the NAS and the rest of the diving community will have to 

await the full interpretation which the MMO has promised to issue in due course. However, in the 

meantime I very much hope that the NAS will be doing its utmost to make the MMO see sense in this 

matter." 

Answer:  The NAS, IFA, BSAC, PADI & SAA have all requested a meeting with the MMO before any 

draft guidance is created. The reason is that we all believe that we could give the MMO a better un-

derstanding of the diver / archaeological context that would help them to a better drafting. It is 

unlikely that the MMO will have experienced divers / marine archaeologists on their staff or their 

legal staff. The MMO has declined such a meeting until after the draft guidance is issued. The MMO 

has been asked to reconsider this refusal to meet (end of July). To date none of us has received a 

reply to that request for reconsideration. The NAS has continued to raise the matter, as has the 

IFA.       

  

8. Question: "For very many years there have been elements within the marine archaeology commu-

nity who would dearly loved to have subverted historic wreck excavation to state control. Intention-

ally or otherwise, this is exactly what the legislation appears to have achieved.‖  

Answer: It is, as I have pointed out, intentional. All excavation, with the exception of hand fanning, is 

now subject to these dredging provisions.  

9. "I very much hope that the NAS will take its full part in trying to get this unfortunate state of 

affairs rectified - " I hope I have put your mind at rest that the NAS has been fully active and vocal 

in this matter and will continue to be.   

  

I cannot thank Mike enough for letting me use this abstract as he explains the current position far 

better and more accurately than I can. 

 

As I see it, this is  could be the end of the  legal involvement of ordinary dives in marine archaeology 

and will lead to the loss of many  marine archaeological site as diver will not report what they are 

finding. Anyone with the slightest knowledge of the sea will know that it is completely impossible to 

police their proposals even if millions of pound of Tax payer‘s money were spent in trying to enforce 

them. 

Continued on page 30 



 

 

What is the answer and what as divers can we do? 

 

Stop sitting on your hands and moaning! 

 

2.  Pick up a pen and start writing to you MP and copy in the MMO but must important send your let-

ter to your MP emphasing what these proposal are going to cost the country and tax payer not only 

vast amounts of money but will lose the eyes underwater and good will of the diver who will still find 

the site but tell no one  

 3.  Get your friends, Aunty and Uncles plus any one else interested also to write not just endorse 

your letter but to write a separate one lets flood them with letters of complaint at this NEW 

QUANGO, because this is what the MMO is. 

 

Neville Oldham  

Chairman IMASS   

N e w  H i s t o r i c  W r e c k  P a n e l  

 

Responsibility for the management of maritime archaeology for territorial waters adjacent to Eng-

land was transferred from the Department for Culture, Media and Sport to English Heritage by the 

National Heritage Act 2002. 

The Historic Wrecks Panel replaces the Advisory Committee on Historic Wreck Sites (ACHWS), 

which ran from 1973 to 2011, in relation to England. 

The Panel advises staff on specialist issues of policy and practice related to complex, contentious and 

high profile wreck sites in UK territorial waters adjacent to England and in UK controlled waters ad-

jacent to England and licensing in UK territorial waters adjacent to England, as appropriate. 

The archive of the ACHWS has been deposited at the National Monuments Record. 

Membership 

Mr Tom Hassall OBE (Chair) 

Ms Elizabeth Blackburn QC 

Dr Justin Dix 

Dr Ian Friel 

Mr Nicholas Hall 

Ms Jane Maddocks 

Mr Dave Parham 

 

For more information see   http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/about/who-we-are/how-we-are-run/

Committees-and-panels/historic-wrecks/ 

 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/about/who-we-are/how-we-are-run/Committees-and-panels/historic-wrecks/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/about/who-we-are/how-we-are-run/Committees-and-panels/historic-wrecks/

